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ABSTRACT 

A study examined, through comparison, The "New York 
Times'" coverage of the 1995 women's and men's National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) basketball tournaments. The study sought 
to answer three questions: (1) Does the "Times" frame the women's 
event as unimportant?; (2) If so, how?; and (3) What does this say 
about the "Times'" attitude toward female athletes? A qualitative and 
quantitative comparison was conducted of the newspaper's coverage of 
the 3 _ week event, including the number and length of articles, the 
size of photos and graphics, placement in the paper and sports 
section, among other elements. Results indicated that there were 
three times as many stories, photos, and graphics on the men's 
tournament as on the women's, and there were 18 features on male 
players and 6 on their coaches as compared to 2 on female players and 
4 on their coaches. Placement on page Al was almost the same, but 
men's stories appeared on the front page of the sports section 31 
times versus 4 for women. Findings revealed that the frame presented 
by the "Times" is one of separateness — the women’s tournament is the 
"other" tournament, as opposed to the "real" tournament, played by 
men. Findings also revealed that the "Times" used stereotypical 
gender roles as the basis for many stories; for instance, male 
players were often lauded for their ability to take over the game 
while female players were praised when they shared the spotlight. 
(Contains a story breakdown and 120 references.) (CR) 
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Abstract - 

Through a comparison nf The New York Times ’ coverage of tha 1995 ^omen’s 
and men’s NCAA basketball tournaments, this study attempts to answer three 
questions:. Does The Times frame the women's event as unimportant? If so, how? 
What does this say about The Times ’ attitude toward female athletes? The findings 
show that The Times frames the event as trivial through its use of writing, graphic 
elements and layout. When the paper wasn't totally ignoring the women’s tournament, 
it framed the event as an afterthought. When the Times referred to the NCAA 
Tournament, it meant the men’s event. The Times also used stereotypical gender 
roles as the basis for many stories: for instance, male players were often lauded for 
their ability to take over the game while female players were praised when they shared 
the spotlight. Using these and other elements, The Times framed the women’s 
tournament as an unimportant event. 
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Full -Court Press? The New York Times’ Coverage of the 1995 Women’s NCAA Basketball Tournament 



In The Final Four: A Pictorial History of the NCAA Basketball Classic, Richard 
Whittingham recounts the winners and losers of the NCAA basketball tournament from 
its beginnings in 1939 to the early 1980s.i The book tells the story of the men who 
won the big games, and those who came up short, complete with hundreds of words 
and pictures of diving and leaping young men, as well as screaming coaches. The 
book appears to cover everything. Yet there is no mention of the women's champions. 
Although women have been participating in their own NCAA Tournament since 1982, 
Whittingham’s work seems to be a blue print for coverage of the event. Women's 
basketball has been often trivialized and generally ignored by the media since its 
inception in 1891. Even today, as the sport gains popularity with the emergence of 
exciting players like National Team members Sheryl Swoopes and Rebecca Lobo and 
the year-long tour by the 1996 Olympic team, women’s basketball is still treated as a 
minor event by newspaper sports departments. In 1995, for instance, The New York 
Times trivialized the women’s tournament by treating it like an unloved step-child of 
the “real” event - the men’s tournament. This paper will explore how The New York 
Times’ coverage of the 1995 women’s NCAA Tournament served to deny the event’s 
importance. 

THEORY 

The Times’ coverage actually framed the women's tournament as the “other" 
tournament and the men’s tournament as the “important” one. Framing, according to 
Robert Entman, is the act of selecting certain aspects of an ideology and 
communicating them in such a way as to promote one point of view.2 Frames, Entman 
explains, can define problems, diagnose causes, make moral judgments and suggest 



1 Richard Whittingham, The Final Four: A Pictorial History of the NCAA Basketball Classic. (Chicago: 
Contemporary Books, Inc. 1983). 

2 Richard Entman, "Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm,” Journal of Communication 4 
(1993): 52. 
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